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It’s the Bees Knees – Right??
Bumblebee knees, that is. Did you know that only the Queen Bumblebee overwinters?
Well, that is just one fascinating fact that you would have learned if you attended the
August 19 Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Volunteer’s (ECAMGV) meeting
That was held at 6:30 pm at the Eau Claire County Extension Office in Altoona.
th

Mary Jo Fleming, a Chippewa Valley Master Gardener Volunteer gave an excellent
presentation on the life cycle and importance of Bombus sp., the bumblebee. Fleming
noted that the bumblebee is one of the most gentle pollinators in the garden, rarely
stinging unless their nest is threatened. Some 20 different species of bumblebees are
to be found in Wisconsin, the most prevalent of which is the common eastern bumblebee.
While honeybees are “the poster child” of the pollinator field, bumble bees are especially important to
agriculture in the north and in high elevations because of their adaptability to a wide range of environments.
In addition, the bumble bee does not need coddling. They live underground, in old mouse burrows, and like
dense grasses. Their nesting area only lasts for one season as only the young queens survive the winter with
the drones and all the worker bees dying off at the end of the season.
The queen finds a place to overwinter in a place where a constantly cold temperature can be maintained until
spring. This allows her to survive the cold winter. She then comes out in the early (continued on page 6)

Munch and Learn Event A Success

article and pictures by Ellen Terwilliger

The Eau Claire Area Master Gardeners hosted their first Munch and Learn event on August 27 from 5:00 to
7:00 pm at the Teaching Garden. About 12 Master Gardeners helped make the first event a fun success.
were distributed
to our
inviting
themoftothe
eatChippewa
great foodValley
while learning
about
AFlyers
presentation
will be given
byAltoona
Mary Joneighbors
Flemming,
a member
Master Gardeners
on
gardening.
About19,
252019
to 30 neighbors and passersby joined in.
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Our food plan was for 50 people but we could have fed three times that many. There were chicken, sausage
and veggie shish kabobs, salsas and chips, pestos and crackers, coleslaw, fried green tomatoes, yogurt and
parsley dips, watermelon, mint and cucumber infused water and baba ganoosh. We munched and learned
along with our Altoona neighbors.
They asked if it would be an annual event. We hope so.

Photo by Sally Anderson
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Changing
e-mail?
Moving?
If you do, please remember to notify the ECAMG
and the newsletter editor of your new e-mail address
and/or mailing address so you don’t miss any Eau
Claire Area Master Gardener happenings!
Email your new
information to Carol Cox at
c7w6c2200@charter.net
or notify her by snail mail at 1908
Hogeboom Ave., Eau Claire, WI
54701 (or call her at 715-7830016 - cell).

ECAMGA BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO
Name

E-mail address

Mary Jane Griffin
Dick Lienhardt
Paula Bonnin
Ede Strand
Rita Gundry
Carla Pelzl
Chris Southworth
Ellen Terwilliger

MGV

Bulletin Board
Postings Stories
and
Opportunities!!!

Nancy Spak

Phone number

mgriffinhlaa@gmail.com

715-835-6979

dicklienhardt@yahoo.com

715-286-9917

paula.d.bonnin@gmail.com

715-220-6373

edestrand@aol.com

715-8326775

gundryrk@uwec.edu

715-579-5523

jcpelzl@gmail.com

715-835-6628

Chris_southworth@yahoo.com

715-514-3358

terwilset@gmail.com

715-839-0731

nancyspak@gmail.com

715-210-7005

Rita Gundry

Note:
The ECAMGAV Board minutes may be accessed at
https://www.eauclaireareamastergardener.org.

GET YOUR ENTRIES
READY FOR THE
7th Annual ECAMGA
Photo Contest Rules:
1. One entry per person/member accepted.
2. The photo subject (i.e., main feature of the photo) must be
garden related.
3. ECAMGAV for the 2018/2019 membership year.
4. The photo must have been taken by the contestant
between October 1, 2018 and September 30, 2019.
5. Each entry must be accompanied by a short description
(the “What,” “Where,” “When,” etc. as applicable).
6. By entering the contestant gives consent for the ECAMGA
to use the photo submitted for the ECAMGA Newsletter
and/or ECAMGA promotional purposes.
7. First prize will be a $30 gift certificate; second prize a $25
gift certificate, and the third prize a $20 gift certificate.
8. A panel of judges selected by the ECAMGA Educational
Committee will judge the contest and the panel’s decision
is final. Winners will be announced in the November 2019
issue of the ECAMGA Newsletter.
9. Submit photos via email (largest size/pixels that your
email will allow to be sent) to Carol Cox at
c7w6c2200@charter.net by no later than October 7, 2019.
Please place “Photo Contest Entry” in the email subject
line.

ECAMGVA
2019 Calendar
All meetings at Extension Office
unless otherwise noted
September 16, 2019: End of Harvest Potluck –
(Margaret Murphy will also be available for
those who did not get a chance to visit
with her at the “Meet and Greet” meeting)

September 30, 2019: Volunteer hours due
October 7, 2019: Deadline for MG Photo
Contest entries
October 21, 2019: The ABCs of Mason
Bees – Rita Gundry
November 18, 2019: TBA

December 16: Annual Holiday Party

The colors in
our gardens
now turn to
those of fall.
We still have
much to enjoy
but winter will
come all too
soon.
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Master Gardeners – Flexible, Helpful, Able (to leap tall buildings? – Well, maybe not)
by pictures by Steve Anderson; article by Sally Anderson

We Master Gardeners (MGs) are flexible, helpful and able to take on new tasks when asked. For
instance,
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A Master Gardener" table and next to us was the vendor from Water Street Deli.
The vendor was giving out samples of hummus on their chips hoping to
sell boxes of chips and their hummus as well. We had been there for
some time answering people's gardening questions when I looked over
to the next table and did a double take. There was Kris Nelson, one of
our MG volunteers, now in charge of handing out samples of chips and
hummus. Turns out the vendor had an errand to run and asked Kris to
please take over. He quickly told her prices of the chips and hummus
and off he went. She did a great job which was much appreciated.
Fast forward to August 10 and this time our tent was set up outside of
the pavilion next to artist Cyndee Kaiser. We all visited and admired her
work on the table along with a portfolio of her other works. We all got
busy answering questions from passerby's when I happened to look over
and - voila - there was Kris working the artist's booth!! Again, a vendor
needed to run an errand and Kris stepped into the world of art!
If that wasn't enough, that same day Andy spread his talents around as
well. Shortly after we set up, he disappeared. Somebody said he was working at the "Market
Match" for which he is responsible for scheduling the volunteers to work each Saturday. He said he
did send out an email asking for volunteers for that day but got no response so he
felt responsible to help out. Again, one of our volunteers lending a helping hand,
stepping out of the job he came to do to help make sure people could be served!
Why not join us for one of the last few Saturdays we'll be at the Farmers' Market
or join us in 2020 when we have a whole new set of challenges and opportunities.
Who knows where your talents and efforts will take you helping spread the
"seeds" of gardening information and more.

END OF HARVEST POTLUCK – COME ONE, COME ALL…
On Monday, September 16th the ECAMGVA will be hosting the annual End of Season Harvest
Potluck at the UW Extension Office in Altoona. Members and their spouses or significant others are
encouraged to attend this fun event celebrating the end of our growing season.
Please bring a dish to pass, if possible using something from the garden. Anything goes: appetizers,
breads, desserts, main dishes, salads or whatever you create! Feel free to share your recipe with the
group, if you want. Coffee and another beverage will be provided. This is truly potluck, so what we
get is what we eat! Dinner will start at the usual 6:30 p.m. meeting time.
This will be a casual time getting to know your fellow gardeners. Margaret Murphy will also be on
hand for any who missed the “Meet and Greet” session with her. Be prepared
to discuss your garden adventures from this summer. We will share with
others what worked and what didn't this season. Please call the office at
715-839-4712 and let us know how many will be attending, so we can have
enough tables set up. Door prizes will be awarded. Try out a special recipe
and join in for a fun evening of "garden chatter" and delicious food!
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Hello Master Gardeners,
We recently held the “Master Gardener Munch and Learn” event at the UW-Extension Teaching Garden in
Altoona. On August 25, Ellen Terwilliger, Rita Gundry and Paula Bonnin went door to door in Altoona to
spread the news about the event to take place. On August 26, a wonderful group of MG volunteers met at the
Page
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On August
27, the MG volunteers served April
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delicious, prepared food outside on the side walk by the Teaching Garden to about 50 people including
volunteers. A Big Thank You to Nancy Spak and Ellen Terwilliger who organized the event! Also, a Big
Thank You to all the volunteers who helped to make the event successful!
Time is flying by and the Master Gardener Board will have at least 4 vacancies to be filled. Please consider
being a member of the Board. The meeting is held the second Thursday of each month with meetings
lasting about one hour. Volunteer hours are earned for being on the Board. The term of office is two years
and the term begins January 1, 2020. More information will be in October newsletter. Please contact Mary
Jane Griffin (phone is 715-835-6979, email is mgriffinhlaa@gmail.com), Carla Pelzl (phone is 715-8356628, email is jcpelzl@gmail.com) or Andy Heren (phone is 715-839-4712, email is Andy.Heren@co.eauclaire.wi.us) if you would like to be on Board. Please consider being a member of the ECAMGVA Board.
Mary Jane Griffin
President of ECAMGVA Board

Pollinator Gardens Tour…

On Wednesday, August 21, 2019, the Master
Gardeners and guests toured two butterfly gardens.
Sue Crisp, a member of the Chippewa Master
Gardeners will conduct the tour of the two gardens.
The first garden is located at Lake Wisota State Park,
and is in the first stages of being established (the top
three pictures are from that garden). The planning for
this Monarch Butterfly Garden began in early 2017
with the actual layout of the site happening in May.
The garden is 1750 square feet.
By contrast, the butterfly/pollinator garden located at
the Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds is a mature
pollinator garden (see the above picture) which was started in 2015. Plants native to our area were used in
the planting. The garden itself was started by laying down eight layers of newspaper followed by two
inches of mulch and that was then left to settle for a year. When finally planted the plant spacing was one
plant per square foot.
Over the seasons the garden changes and accomodat es the butterfly and insect life that thrives on the
gardens bounty. Right now the garden is ripe with food for the butterflies and insects that depend on it.
While some might see problems within this pollinato r planting – natives know how (continued on pg. 7)
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S1 County Road K,
Fall Creek, WI 54742
Beavercreekreserve.org
Phone: (715) 877-2212

TIFFANY TRAIN RIDE
September 7, 2019; 7 am to noon
Ride the rails through the Tiffany Wetland
Bottoms with the Citizen Science staff from
Beaver Creek Reserve. Spend the morning
on an open-air, antique train while exploring
the wetlands. The round-trip ride,
approximately 14 miles, will let you see what
makes these wetlands so unique and
important to our plant and wildlife habitat. Be sure to pack a
cooler with snacks and refreshments for the day while we
tour and hike the trails, 0.25 -0.5 miles each. Participants
should dress for the weather and possibly wet terrain. Bring
binoculars and any wanted field guides. Rain or shine, don't
miss this exciting event! Trip starts at 7 a.m. - ends at noon.
Directions: The parking area is on State Hwy. 25 about 4 miles
south of Durand. Parking will be on the right (west side) across
from Thibodeau Road. There will be yellow signs about 200
yards from the parking area along the right of way stating
"CAUTION AHEAD - CARS TURNING". Crossing guards on
the shoulder of the road will help guide cars into the parking lot.
Drive across the railroad tracks, go down a small hill and turn
right. Follow the directions of the parking attendant.

Registration and full payment required by September 3
Friends $25 Nonmembers $35
_______________________________________________
DIY Immune Tonic Workshop - September 18, 2019
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm - Wise Nature Center - Woodland Room

Join us as we learn about tasty herbs traditionally used to
support the immune system to keep you healthy all season
long and to help you get better faster when you unfortunately
do get sick. We will discuss herbs such as elderberry,
echinacea and more and even get to process fresh echinacea
root from Master Herbalist Kerri Kiernan’s garden! Make
your own tonic to bring home. All materials included with
workshop fee. Instructor: Master Herbalist Kerri Kiernan,
River Prairie Apothecary LLC
Preregistration and Payment is
required by September 16.
Cost: Members $25;
non-members $30.

April

Sunday, September 1, 2019 - Summer
Farmers Market-11:00 am to 4:00 pm: The
FIRST SUNDAY of the month, June thru
October, DTE will host local farmers, selling
everything from honey to beef to pickles to
pork and veggies to fish to fruit to flowers!
Come stroll through the farmers’ tents and
enjoy the sounds and scents of summer on
the grounds here at DTE, surrounded by the
beauty that summer in Western Wisconsin
offers.

____________________
Thursday, September 5, and Thursday,
September 12, from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm;
Saturday, September 10:00 am to 11:00 am
and 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm Fall Porch Pot
Workshops: Come and create your own fall
porch pots to add great fall color to your
home. We have a unique selection of fall
plants that can handle the cold weather and
will give you nice color for the whole season.
Make your porch the envy of the
neighborhood! * No charge for workshop.
Pay only for what you plant that night but
please register for workshop by emailing
us or giving us a call.
_____________________
Scarecrow Makin' Saturdays – September
7, September 14, September 21, and
September 28 - Family Fun: Your fall
decorating isn’t complete without a
scarecrow! We’ll provide everything you need
to create your unique master piece and we
clean up the mess! Post pictures of your
scarecrows on our Facebook page for all to
enjoy and be inspired. Cost: $15 per
scarecrow includes straw, burlap head and
clothes.
For additional classes go to the DTE website.

Down To Earth Garden Center
6025 Arndt Ln
Eau Claire, WI 54701
715-833-1234
www.downtoearthgardencenter.com
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Bees Knees continued from pate 1…

Spring when she can feed on the first of the spring flowers finding nutrients so that she can store up the
reserves she needs for the huge job she has ahead of her – rebuilding a hive single-handed. The pollen she
collects starts to develop her ovaries and she also looks for a place to build a suitable nest for the coming years
hive. Once
a place
for the
hive she
goes out
and gathers
nectar and makes a mound within
the 2013
hive
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of pollen and wax which she forms into pots for nectar. After that she will begin laying eggs in the pots which
take 4-5 days to hatch. She keeps the eggs incubating by air movement created by her wings. During this
time she lives off of the nectar as she can’t leave the hive.
At this time she produces a pheronom which guarantees that these eggs will turn into worker bees. The larvae
that hatch will eventually cocoon and after four to five weeks emerge as worker bees. These worker bees will
keep the hive clean, guard the nest and be foragers to bring pollen into the hive.
Interestingly, those worker bees that collect that pollen have a life span of 28 days average. They literally
work themselves to death as they carry 25 to 75% of their own body weight in nectar back to the hive each
trip. They make about four to five trips each day. These workers are also aggressive pollinators.
By late summer there are anywhere from thirty to three hundred individual bees in the nest. The larvae that
are produced now by the queen develop into young queens for the next season’s cycle because now the old
queen produces a pheronom that causes the eggs to produce queens. Some also become drones. These are
unfertilized. Both the queens and the drones fly away and mate. Interestingly the queen has a choi9ce as to
whether to lay a fertilized or an unfertilized egg.
The new queens are solitary. In the fall when the workers, the drones
and the old queen dies in the hive the young queens go off to find a warm
next in which to survive the winter and the whole cycle begins again.
Before entering this “hibernation” the young queens eat as much as
possible so that they can survive the winter (much as a bear does before
hibernation occurs).
Bumblebees, and bees in general, are endangered for many reasons such as lack of diversity in our land use
(monocultures), disease, pesticide use and many other factors. Fleming indicated there are things we, as
gardeners, can do to help stem the tide of bee loss. These include planting flowers and trees for their nectar
and pollen production, providing undisturbed areas for nests and overwintering, avoiding the use of pesticides
and using local natives in our landscapes. In addition she suggested we vary the colors (of the flowers and
plants) within our gardens, use different shapes of landscape plants, shrubs and trees and diversify plant
species found in our gardens. It is also important that we choose flowering plants that will span the entire
range of the growing season – even dandelions play a part in this scheme of things.
After the presentation Mary Jo answered questions and treats were served as well as door prizes awarded. If
you missed this presentation check out the End of Harvest Potluck that will be coming up on September 16 at
6:30 pm at the Extension Office in Altoona (see article on page 3).
th

Don’t Forget…
The end of September is fast approaching when volunteer
hours must be submitted. If you haven’t used the new
reporting system yet be sure to familiarize yourself with in
and be prepared to report all those volunteer hours so that
the ECAMGVA can get credit for all the work that has been
done. If you have questions check out the emails that
Margaret has sent out as well as the WIMGA newsletters and
information that was previously made available. If all else
fails to enlighten you – call Andy at the UW-Extension Office.
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Bits & Pieces
Pollinator Gardens Tour continued from page 4…
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to deal with bugs and cycles.
Sue indicated that with the breeding and hybridizing of plants for the
landscape industry the pollen count of the plants in the typical garden
is drastically reduced. Also, in the pollinator garden some of the
typical natives planted there have roots that go down three to six feet
which improves the soil. She strongly encourages gardeners to let at
least a small section of each garden “go wild” to feed and protect our
pollinator population.
The three pictures on this page were taken by Mary Jane Griffin at the
Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds garden. She also took the
pictures on page 4 of the gardens visited. If you were unable to join
the tour it is well worth while to stop by and view the two gardens
allowing you to see the contrast between the newly planted garden
and the mature pollinator garden (Note: there is a fee to get into the
Wisota State Park)

Eye
Candy

Pictures by Carol Cox – first, sedum bed in Vine Street garden of Susan Girnau; second picture is of a fence made by Katrinka Bourne
in her garden on Wold Court.
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The
Faithful
Few…

Meet Me in the Garden Educational Series
Spooner Agriculture Research Station
Teaching and Display Garden

These faithful
MG volunteers
April
2013
staffed the Ask
A MG booth
at the fair
again this
year. Thanks
guys & gals!!

(780 Orchard Lane, Spooner, WI)

7, 2019
- 10:00
to Noon
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The focus of this presentation is on seed saving and
fall rejuvenation of the garden. For more information
go to: https://www.northcountrymgv.org/meet-mein-the-garden.html
EAU CLAIRE AREA MASTER GARDENER NEWSLETTER
A newsletter for the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Association members.
Unless otherwise noted, articles for
this newsletter are submitted and/or
written by ECAMGA members or
the newsletter editor, Carol W. Cox.
Unless otherwise noted, graphics are
from clipart. Newsletter layout by
Carol W. Cox

For more Eau Claire County UW
Cooperative Extension information
go to our website:
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire
Phone: 715-839-4712
Fax: 715-839-6277
M-F 8AM-5PM

First Day of Fall
September 23, 2019

The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental, arrest or conviction
record or veteran status.” If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity or service, please
contact 715-839-4712 as soon as possible preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion

Eau Claire County
Extension Office
227 First Street West
Altoona, WI 54720

