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Somewhere over the rainbow bluebirds fly…by Carol Cox

Pictures above and below by Jo-Ann Clark

Interestingly we Pictures above and below by Carol Cox
associate bluebirds
with happiness,
sunshine and
meadows.

On January 18th,
via Zoom, Larry
Liegel and Rita
Gundry gave the
Eau Claire Area
Master Gardener
Volunteer Association (ECAMGVA) members a delightful look into the lives of these bright and sunny
creatures that we see winging their way through our skies and living in our meadows and open areas. Larry
said, regarding the bluebird that, “The male bluebird wears the sky on its back.”
Larry and Rita are brother and sister and have been doing bluebirds and things related to bluebirds for a long
time. Although Larry has always enjoyed birding he did not specialize in bluebirds and it was Rita that
reintroduced Larry to bluebirds.
The two siblings grew up on a dairy farm located between Reedsburg and Sauk City. Larry has 55 bluebird
houses around and near his home in Sauk County and has made hundreds of bluebird boxes to help with the
effort to restore the bluebird to our skies. The farm had lots of pastureland with lots of birds around although
Rita said that, at the time, they did not really appreciate them.
During the 1940s and 1950s the eastern bluebird flourished but then changes began to happen in our rural
areas. Wood fenceposts with knots in them which were available for nesting disappeared being replaced by
steel fence posts or the fence lines disappeared altogether. The 1960s and beyond saw a 35 to 50% decline
in the bluebird population. By 1970 only 10,000 bluebirds remained in the state. Finally, in the 1970s, as
bluebird nesting boxes were being put out for the birds, this started to turn around.
The Eastern Bluebird is the bluebird found in Wisconsin and is a member of the thrush family (which includes
the robin). This is a perching bird and a cavity nester however, they do
(continued on page 6)
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Local Master Gardener News

ECAMGA Board

Changing e-mail? Moving?
If you do, please remember to notify the ECAMG
and the newsletter editor of your new e-mail address
and/or mailing address so you don’t miss any Eau
Claire Area Master Gardener happenings!
Email your new
information to Carol Cox at
c7w6c2200@charter.net
or notify her by snail mail at 1908
Hogeboom Ave., Eau Claire, WI
54701 (or call her at 715-7830016 - cell).

MGV

Bulletin Board
Postings Stories
and
Opportunities!!!

ECAMGA BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO
Name

E-mail address

Louise White-Roach
Andy Heren
Paula Bonnin
Jeannie Chromey

White1roach@gmail.com

•

715-831-9236

paula.d.bonnin@gmail.com
J_chromey@yahoo.com

715-220-6373
715-5799607

Chris Southworth

Chris_southworth@yahoo.com

Barb Huggins
Judy Mitchell

715-514-3358

barbahuggins@gmail.com

715-833-0224

jmitchell@pobox.com

715-877-1354

Note:
The ECAMGAV Board minutes may be accessed at
https://www.eauclaireareamastergardener.org.

Seed companies are seeing a higher-than-normal demand for
garden seeds for this time of year...not sure if this is pandemic
related…State Horticulture Outreach Program Manager, Jay
Dampier, has put together a few tips on seed buying https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/getting-garden-seedsduring-a-pandemic-2021/
Also, you are Invited to an Evening with the Master Gardener
Program! Check your inbox for your emailed invitation to the
February 2nd statewide online Kick-Off Event. All are invited!
Counts for 1 hour of volunteer service in 2021. Registration
required https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7PeGw7zDI1T
G6P3 .

Remember to enroll in the Master Gardener Program before March 31,
2021
- https://mastergardener.extension.wisc.edu/2021/01/12/enrollmentnow-open-for-returning-volunteers/

“Working in the garden gives me something beyond enjoyment of
the senses...it gives me a profound feeling of inner peace. there is
no rush toward accomplishment, no blowing of trumpets. Here is
the great mystery of life and growth. Everything is changing,
growing, aiming at something, but silently, unboastfully, taking its
time.”
-Ruth Stout (1884-1980)

715-831-3352

Rcktnut007@aol.com

Just a quick note on a couple of items from Margaret:
•

Phone number

ECAMGVA
2021 Calendar
All meetings during the COVID19 pandemic
will be held by Zoom invitation.
February 20: First “Growing
Together” seminar event
February 27: Second “Growing
Together” seminar event
March 6: Third “Growing Together”
seminar event
March 13: Fourth “Growing
Together” seminar event
April: TBA
May: TBA
June: TBA
July: TBA
August: TBA
September: TBA
October: TBA
November: TBA
December: Annual Meeting and
Christmas Party
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Growing Together - Western Wisconsin 2021 Spring Garden Seminar
The Western Wisconsin District of Master Gardener Volunteers will be hosting a Virtual Spring Garden Seminar. Registration
for the seminar includes four presentations occurring on four Saturdays in February and March beginning at 10:00am. All
seminar presentations will be online via You Tube Live and will be available to registrants for a limited time after each
presentation date. Cost for the Growing Together Seminar is $10. We welcome all gardeners, new and experienced, to register
and participate. Master Gardener Associations from Barron, Chippewa, Dunn, Eau Claire, Pierce and St. Croix counties are
collaborating to host the Growing Together - Western Wisconsin 2021 Spring Garden Seminar. (Continued on page 4)
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February 20, 2021 – Sonya Burke, “Soil Preparation for Planting Vegetables”
Sonya Burke has been a Hennepin County Master Gardener with the University of MN Extension Services for six years.
She joined the speaker’s bureau accidentally four years ago, while volunteering at the Minneapolis Home and Garden show
at the 7
“Ask a Master
Gardener”
learning
that there
was no one available to do the April
presentation
Page
Eau
Claire booth.
Area Upon
Master
Gardener
News
2013 on rain gardens
she stepped in and ended up having a wonderful time. What a happy accident!
Her love of growing things comes from a long line of gardeners and farmers on her mother's side of the family. Since
moving to NE Minneapolis from “the country”, she has added five gardens to her yard – mostly for natives and other
perennial plants; and works with her neighbors to create pollinator corridors. She is obsessed with tomatoes and cucumbers
and wages a seemingly never-ending war with the Creeping Charlie in her flower beds.

February 27, 2021 – Melinda Myers, “Creating a Private Space”
Sponsored by Diggers Hotline www.diggershotline.com
Learn how to combine plants, furnishings and accessories to create an entertainment space,
retreat or area for relaxation within your landscape. Melinda shares strategies for maximizing the
beauty and enjoyment whether you’re dealing with a small yard or trying to create a garden room within your landscape.
Nationally recognized gardening expert, TV/radio host, author and columnist Melinda Myers has a master’s degree in
horticulture, over 30 years of horticulture experience and written over 20 gardening books, including Small Space
Gardening and the Midwest Gardener's Handbook. She hosts the nationally syndicated “Melinda’s Garden Moment”
program which airs on over 115 TV and radio stations throughout the U.S. Melinda also hosts The Great Courses “How to
Grow Anything” DVD series. She’s a columnist and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine and writes a
nationally syndicated newspaper column. She appears as a guest expert on numerous national and local television and radio
shows.

March 6, 2021 – Dr. Laura G Jull, “Planting Trees & Shrubs”
Dr. Laura G. Jull has been a member of the faculty of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Department of
Horticulture and the Wisconsin State Extension Specialist of Woody Ornamental Horticulture since 1998. She
currently teaches Identification and Culture of Woody Landscape Plants, Arboriculture and Landscape Maintenance,
and Plant Propagation. She is the faculty advisor for the undergraduate UW-Madison Horticulture Club and numerous
undergraduate students.
Laura’s extension responsibilities include serving Wisconsin’s Green Industry, providing direction for statewide
proactive programs, supporting county extension agents in implementing and evaluating programs, and advanced
Master Gardener training. Her research interests are diverse and include woody plant evaluation, tolerance of
ornamentals to urban conditions, best management practices in nursery production, plant propagation, and invasive
species. Laura is also a member of numerous professional organizations, which span international and state
boundaries and has served as educational advisor to several Wisconsin Green Industry associations.

March 13, 2021 – Kelly Povo & Phyllis Root, “Searching for Wildflowers in
Wisconsin and Minnesota”
Kelly Povo has been a professional photographer for over 30 years and has exhibited in galleries and art
shows across the country. Her photographs have been published on posters, calendars, note cards, and in
books. Kelly lives in St. Paul and works in Alumni Relations at St. Catherine University.
Phyllis Root has written over fifty books for children, including several books on bogs, prairies, old growth
forest in the upper Midwest. Phyllis lives in Minneapolis and teaches in the low-residency Master of Fine
Arts in Writing for Children and Young Adults Program at Hamline University in St. Paul.
Registration for the Growing Together Seminar is due by February 17 to receive the link to the first
presentation by Sonya Burke. Registration after February 17 is due Wednesday before each week's
presentation to receive the YouTube Live link for that week. It is necessary to register only once to view all
four presentations. Paid registrants will have exclusive access to recorded presentations for a limited time
after the seminar concludes. Door prizes will also be (Continued on page 7)
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Beaver Creek Reserve
S1 County Road K
Fall Creek, WI 54742
715-877-2212

April 2013

The Latest From Our Blog

Best Camouflaged Bird
in the Woods - Ruffed
Grouse...

Wisconsin's Winter Hawk

Ruffed (not ruffled) Grouse belong to the order
Galliformes, which refers to most of the chickenlike birds and includes birds like, chickens,
turkeys, quail, grouse, pheasants, etc. When I
moved to this part of Wisconsin I was...

Most people think about spring and fall as the
time to see different and exciting birds, but what
about winter? Here in Wisconsin we have several
bird visitors who travel to Wisconsin in winter.
Believe it or not, Wisconsin is their Florida.

Read more
beavercreekconnection.blogs...

Rime Ice
If you’ve stepped outside the past few days, you would
have noticed the magical white frost on the trees and
ground. This white coating is called rime ice! Rime ice is
made from the tiny water particles in fog, and when nights
are below freezing, the particles attach to solid objects.
This provides the beautiful needle-like crystals on trees,
plants, etc. Make sure to take a peek outside and witness
the incredible beauty.

Read more
beavercreekconnection.blogs...

Page 6

Eau Claire Area Master Gardener News

Page 7

!

February 2021

It is not uncommon for experienced gardeners to be asked for advice
on planting a flower garden that is pleasing and requires little care. I
find it helpful to probe a bit when I get that question. What is their
gardening
experience?
Where News
are they thinking of putting in this April 2013
Eau Claire Area
Master
Gardener
garden? What do they find “pleasing” about some gardens and how
The Quest
much time can they devote to garden care? Often, the person will
By Judy Mitchell
eventually admit that what they really want is a colorful garden that
comes back every year. That makes giving advice a bit easier: plant perennials.

Planting the right perennials in the right place can produce a beautiful flower display year after year. How to actually do
that involves selecting perennials of the right color, height and texture, planting them in a properly prepared bed in the
right mix of sun and shade, and giving them the space, water, food and care they need.
Many books have been written on how to plant and maintain a great perennial garden, but the people of Wisconsin can
get started without buying a book. There is a very special publication on perennials at the Learning Store: UWEX
Publication NCR556, Growing Perennials (available at https://learningstore.uwex.edu ).
Growing Perennials is a 32-page publication that a person can order or view on-line for free. It explains what perennials
are, how to use them and how to design a bed and plant them. There is a Wisconsin cold hardiness map, a spring freeze
map, and even a grid sheet for planning your own garden. There is a color guide and pictures of the garden tools you
will need. If you want to grow your perennials from seed, you can read up on how to do it in this publication. There are
instructions for dividing plants, for managing pests and much more.
The authors could have accurately called this publication a primer on perennials. Any gardener preparing to plant or
revamp a flower garden will find advice in this publication that will help them create a pleasing garden that will come
back year after year. It is a great resource for both new and experienced gardeners.
Bluebirds…continued from page 1…

not make their own nesting cavities,
instead, often nesting in abandoned woodpecker cavities (the
woodpecker makes a new nest cavity each year. The bluebird is a protected species and is migratory within
the lower U.S. The bird is a prairie dwelling bird nesting and living in open type short grass areas.
There are two other bluebird species along with the Easter Bluebird. These are the Mountain Bluebird (they
are all blue) and the Western Bluebird which is slightly larger than the Eastern Bluebird.
Larry and Rita showed those in attendance a number of different nesting boxes. One, the Peterson Box, is
a classic box made out of cedar. It is an expensive nesting box but preferred by bluebirds. Also shown was
the NABS (North American Bluebird Society) Box. It is easy to construct and recommended by Cornell
University’s Ornithology Department. This particular nesting box has a wire “cage” in the front over the
entrance which protects the nest box from predators. Another option for a nesting box is the Noel box which
has a mesh floor which helps to keep the box dry and decreases problems with blowflies. Such a box will
last ten to twelve years. Another box is the Troyer Sparrow Resistant House (sparrows are a particularly
nasty enemy of bluebird young). Bluebird nesting structures can also be made from gourds or PVC pipe
(with caps).
These nesting boxes need to be sited in open pasture areas, cemeteries and roadsides and parks. They
should be 75 to 100 feet away from the brush line (where wrens – another enemy of bluebird young – hang
out). There should also be 150 to 200 yards between nesting boxes. The sites should also have plenty of
short grasses with the grasshopper, beetle and other insect found there as the bluebirds have four to seven
babies per box and these babies must be fed twenty to twenty-five times per day.
The nesting sites
should also be kept away from grain operations and feedlots.
The presentation included much more very interesting information about bluebirds with about 38 people in
attendance. For more information go to the NABS website at http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/. You may
also check out information on bluebirds as well as other birds at https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/.
Another option is to contact Rita or Larry and get all the lowdown on bluebirds directly from them.
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It is February! The
days get longer, more
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more seed
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catalogs are arriving
so, sit back, get a cup
of coffee, laugh a bit
and dream a 2021

EYE CANDY

garden into being!

Picture above by Ellen Terwilliger

Picture above from Pinterest

Picture above from Pinterest

Picture above by ? (sorry about that!)

Growing Together presenters…continued from page 4…

awarded to lucky recipients at the beginning of each session.
One registration fee of $10 includes all four presentations.
Registration is at https://www.eauclaireareamastergardener.org/.
Questions can be directed to Andy Heren at UW– Extension at 715
839 4712 or andy.heren@co.eau-claire.wi.us. Participants will
receive a link to You Tube Live the week prior to each
presentation.
Western Wisconsin Master Gardener Volunteers, as representatives
of the University of Wisconsin Extension are organized to
encourage, foster, support and promote horticulture in our region.
Our goal is that participants use information gained through these
educational presentations to enhance the gardening experience both
in their own backyards and throughout their communities.

Part of the joy of having a garden is

sharing it with others, especially those

“others” who also garden. A little wine,

some fallen leaves, a warm fall day and
a party “on the green!” What could be
better to look forward to for 2021.
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For the garden of your daily living:
Plant three rows of peas
1. Peace of Mind

Page
2. Peace7of Heart
3. Peace of Soul

Plant four rows of squash
1. Squash gossip

Plant four rows of lettuce

No garden complete w/o turnips

1. Lettuce be faithful

1. Turnip for meetings

Eau2. Claire
Area Master2. Gardener
Squash indifference
Lettuce be kindNews

2. Turnip for service

3. Squash grumbling

3. Lettuce be patient

4. Squash Selfishness

4. Lettuce really love one another

April 2013

3. Turnip to help one another

To conclude our garden we must have Thyme: 1. Thyme for each other; 2. Thyme for family, and 3. Thyme for friends
Then water freely with patience and cultivate with love. There is much fruit in your garden because you reap what you sow.
Unless otherwise noted, articles for
this newsletter are submitted and/or
written by ECAMGA members or
the newsletter editor, Carol W. Cox.
Unless otherwise noted, graphics are
from clipart. Newsletter layout by
Carol W. Cox

For more Eau Claire County UW
Cooperative Extension information
go to our website:
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire
Phone: 715-839-4712
Fax: 715-839-6277
M-F 8AM-5PM

The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons regardless of
race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental, arrest or conviction record or veteran
status.” If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity or service, please contact 715-839-4712 as soon as
possible preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion

Extension Office
227 First Street West
Altoona, WI 54720

