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ECAMGAVs view container magic at
Chippewa Valley Growers by Carol Cox
On Monday evening, May 20 , the Eau Claire Area Master
Gardener Association Volunteers (ECAMGAV) were the guests
Of the Chippewa Valley Growers. The event was focused on
container gardening with Josh, from the organization, sharing some
of his insights and expertise with those in attendance.
th

The variety of plants that can be used in containers is wide ranging
with anything from strawberries, veggies, and edibles being used
to the more traditional petunias and geraniums. Josh recommended
the use of a soilless mix as the better way to go for “soil” in the pot
rather than just using any old garden dirt which will not drain as
well as the soilless mix. Also, plants with similar growing
requirements should be grouped together obviously. He
recommended the use of an organic fertilizer to be used at least
every two months throughout the summer.
One rather interesting possibility for a container – even a hanging
basket was a little tomato specifically bred for containers called
‘Sweet and Neat’ which is available in both the red tomato and a
yellow variety.

Josh addressing questions…

Shade perennials??? REALLY guys!!!
What lush gorgeous petunias…

Love that ‘Little Tut’

What vivid gorgeous petunias…

Veggies look better every day! My favorite container
Photo bycombo…
Sally Anderson
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Area Master Gardener News ECAMGA BoardApril 2013
Changing
e-mail?
Moving?
If you do, please remember to notify the ECAMG
and the newsletter editor of your new e-mail address
and/or mailing address so you don’t miss any Eau
Claire Area Master Gardener happenings!
Email your new
information to Carol Cox at
c7w6c2200@charter.net
or notify her by snail mail at 1908
Hogeboom Ave., Eau Claire, WI
54701 (or call her at 715-7830016 - cell).

ECAMGA BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO
Name

E-mail address

Mary Jane Griffin
Dick Lienhardt
Paula Bonnin
Ede Strand
Rita Gundry
Carla Pelzl
Chris Southworth
Ellen Terwilliger

MGV

Bulletin Board
Postings Stories
and
Opportunities!!!

Nancy Spak

Phone number

mgriffinhlaa@gmail.com

715-835-6979

dicklienhardt@yahoo.com

715-286-9917

paula.d.bonnin@gmail.com

715-220-6373

edestrand@aol.com

715-8326775

gundryrk@uwec.edu

715-579-5523

jcpelzl@gmail.com

715-835-6628

Chris_southworth@yahoo.com

715-514-3358

terwilset@gmail.com

715-839-0731

nancyspak@gmail.com

715-210-7005

Rita Gundry

Note:
The ECAMGAV Board minutes may be accessed at
https://www.eauclaireareamastergardener.org.

The Teaching Garden
The raised bed Teaching Garden at the Extension
Building needs your help. Our scheduled work day for
preparing the beds and planting was Tuesday, May 28,
2019. Now your help is needed.

ECAMGVA
2019 Calendar
All meetings at Extension Office
unless otherwise noted

June 9, 2019: Plant Sale at Phoenix Park

We need your help with keeping the gardens watered
throughout the summer. Can you spare an hour or two
watering one day a week? The more volunteers that
we have watering the less you would have to water.
This is an easy way to pick up regular volunteer hours.
You will enjoy seeing how quickly the plants fill in and
start producing.

July (Date TBA), 2019: Tour of Square
Roots CSA Farm/Mallard Rd, South
of EC

The Teaching Garden is educating the public what they
can do at home. This year we plan to have some
containers added to the garden because container
gardening is becoming popular.

September 16, 2019: Annual Harvest
Potluck

If you can help or have questions,
please contact Carla Pelzl at
715-835-6628 or email her at
jcpelzl@gmail.com.

August 19, 2019: Tour of Pollinator
Gardens at the Chippewa
Fairgrounds & Wissota State Park
with MGV Sue Crisp

September 30, 2019: Volunteer hours due
October 7, 2019: Deadline for MG Photo
Contest entries
October 21, 2019: The ABCs of Mason
Bees – Rita Gundry
November 18, 2019: TBA
December 16: Annual Holiday Party
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Meet Margaret Murphy, Your New
Horticulture Program Coordinator
Hi, 7
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Thank you for the opportunity to introduce myself
in this month’s newsletter. I am Margaret Murphy the
new Horticulture Program Coordinator serving Chippewa,
Dunn, Eau Claire and Polk Counties. I will support
program coordination for the Master Gardener Program
– a role I take on with great enthusiasm. I hope to build
program participation where needed, expand programming
to include new and diverse audiences and develop and
support collaborate efforts.
My background includes nearly eight years as Horticulture Educator for Iowa State University
Extension where I served four counties located in northwest Iowa. My work kept me busy, which
was a good thing as I like being kept busy. I provided educational opportunities to gardeners and
wannabe gardeners throughout the year (gardening is a year-round activity!). I also trained new
Master Gardeners, answered hundreds of yard and garden questions, helped develop community
gardens and wrote a weekly garden column for local newspapers.
My pride and joy was working with Master Gardeners and Extension staff to develop and manage
three gardens that donated over 4000 pounds of fresh produce to area food pantries, free summer
lunch programs and senior living centers. I was also excited to pilot a food and nutrition program
called the Power of Produce Club for kids four to twelve years of age at three farmers’ markets.
I hold a Master of Science in Biology from Western Kentucky University and was trained as a
Master Gardener in South Dakota, certified in 2009. I look forward to working with all of you!
Please feel free to give me a call or shoot me an email, if you want to connect.
Contact information: direct line: (715) 726-7957; email: margaret.murphy@wisc.edu.

Events
Plants for Pollinators: Creating a Pollinator’s Paradise
Schmeeckle Reserve (2419 Northpoint Dr., Stevens Point, WI)
June 28, 2019 – 9 a.m. to Noon
Have you ever wondered which plants provide the best food for pollinators or which plant
combinations provide the best cover? If so, then join Sopie Demchik, expert
extraordinaire, on an exploration of pollinators and their unique habitat requirements. In
this hands-on workshop you will learn what attracts bees and other pollinators, how to
alter your garden to attract more pollinators, and how to identify plants and plant characteristics important to pollinators.
Plus, you will learn how to identify the 13 most common bees of Wisconsin. All, while enjoying the beauty of Schmeeckle
Reserve.
The workshop will include a short, half-hour walking tour. During the tour you will gain first hand exposure to pollinator
habitat, learn how to identify good pollinator habitat, as well as hone your pollinator and plant identification skills. Finish
off the workshop by creating your own plant, pollinator seed mix.
COST: UWSP LIFE and PAL member $25/Non-member $30. For more information and to register please visit
https://www.uwsp.edu/conted/Pages/Plants-for-pollinators.aspx. You may also contact Haley Frater at 715-346-3838 (email her at hfrater@uwsp.edu.
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S1 County Road K, Fall
Creek, WI 54742
beavercreekreserve.org

Eau Claire
Area
• Phone:
(715)Master
877-2212Gardener News
Butterfly Lab Training –
June 6,2019 from 7:00 am to 9:00 am.

Volunteers are needed from early June through mid-September.
This exciting volunteer opportunity involves the daily care and
feeding of caterpillars, monitoring chrysalis development, and
releasing butterflies into the Butterfly House. Lab workers are
needed daily Monday through Saturday, for one to two hours,
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., and Sunday, 12-2 p.m., to help
raise caterpillars in our lab. To sign up for this training call
715-877-2212. If you cannot attend this training session, please
contact the Reserve to set up a personal training time. Must be
16 or older to work independently or 9+ with a chaperone at all
times.

June 2019

April 2013

Classes and Events:
Saturday, June 8, 2019 – 10:00 am to
11:00 am – Landscape 101: This will
be a beginner’s class on how to plan,
layout, and install your own landscaping
designs. If you are wondering where to
start, we can help. REGISTRATION IS
REQUIRED!
Saturday, June 22, 2019 – 10:00 am to
11:00 am – Landscape 201: As a
follow up to Landscape 101, we will
cover additional landscape design
principles including: foundation
plantings, edging installation, and the
pros and cons of using mulch vs. rock.
We will also go over how to determine
what type of soil you have, provide tips
on what plants to use, how to plant, and
how to incorporate boulders into your
design. REGISTRATION REQUIRED!
6025 Arndt Lane
Eau Claire, WI 54701
715-833-1234
www.dwntoearth.com

Butterfly Guide Training
June 27 from 7:00 until 9 pm
Registration ends: JUNE 24TH
Enjoy learning about our native butterflies and helping visitors
to identify them while volunteering in our beautiful Butterfly
House as a Volunteer Guide! Guides answer questions and
share their love and enthusiasm for butterflies. Don’t think you
know enough about butterflies? Don’t worry -- this is a great
way to learn on the job! Come and see what it’s all about!
Volunteers are needed daily Monday- Saturday, 11 a.m.-3:00
p.m., and Sundays 12:00-3:00 p.m., from July 5 through early
September. To sign up for this training call 715-877- 2212.
If you cannot attend this training session, please contact the
Reserve to set up a personal training time.
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(pictures by Ellen Terwilliger of plants being prepped for 2019 plant sale)

The sale is less than two weeks away. We will be setting up at 7 am. If you can help with the set up or with
the plant sale, it would be very much appreciated.
Spring is here so it is time to split and pot up your plants for sale. We will sell annuals such as flowers,
herbs, vegetable plants and house plants, hanging planters, perennials and native plants. Please prune and pot
houseplants in the appropriate size pot. Please mark your plants with its type, name and sun
requirements. If you can, please add a picture of what it is. We will also be selling gently used garden items
or garden art. We will put magazines out on a table for free. NO BOOKS!
Please plant your plants in sterile (bagged) soil bought in a store in order to avoid jumping worms. If
you know that you have Jumping Worms in your yard, please do not donate any plants from your
yard.

Does anyone have any signs that we could use for the sidewalk the day of the plant sale? Please
email me at mgriffinhlaa@gmail.com or call/text me at 715-590-3742. We have enough tables and boxes.
We have posters and takeaways at the extension office. Please
pick some up and help us to get the word out about our Plant
Sale which is our only fund raiser. Judy Wibel has set up the
Facebook page about the Plant Sale so please invite your
friends and ask them to invite their friends.
REMEMBER: The time that you take to help, to pot your
plants, to put up posters, gather donations, etc. all counts as
volunteer hours. Please keep track of them.
See you at the Plant Sale!
Mary Jane Griffin and Susan Merten
Plant Sale Co-Chairs

Page 6

Eau Claire Area Master Gardener News

June 2019

Bits & Pieces
Page 7

Eau Claire Area Master Gardener News

Eye
Candy

April 2013
Have you
ever gotten
yourself in
a really
tight place
and didn’t
know where
to turn for
help????

The Angel Oak Tree, located on St.
John’s Island near Charleston, South
Carolina and is estimated to be in
excess of 400-500 years old, stands
66.5 ft (20 m) tall, measures 28 ft (8.5
m) in circumference, and produces
shade that covers 17,200 square feet.
From tip to tip Its longest branch
distance is 187 ft.
There is considerable debate about the
age of the Angel Oak. Some contend
that it is 1,500 years old. Most believe
that the more conservative estimates
are more accurate.
It is an absolute must-see for anyone
visiting Charleston South Carolina.
It is a southern live oak located in
Angel Oak Park, on St. Johns Island.
The Angel Oak Tree is thought to be
one of the oldest living things in the
country.
The land where the Angel Oak Tree
stands was part of Abraham Waight’s
1717 land grant. The City of Charleston
now owns the property. The Angel Oak
Park is free and the tree should be
added to any visit to Charleston,

Blooms,
butterflies,
daisies,
sunshine,
warm
breezes,
soft rains!
Hooray,
summer
is here!
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Mukdenia, Mukdenia rossii
Published on April 5, 2019 by susan.mahr (from the Wisconsin Master Gardener Program articles that are available to anyone
on the Wisconsin Master Gardener website – check them out!)

Mukdenia
rossii
is one
of just Gardener
two speciesNews
in this genus of herbaceous perennials
Page
7 (=Aceriphyllum)
Eau Claire
Area
Master
April 2013
native to rocky slopes and ravines of eastern China and Korea that commemorates the ancient
city of Mukden, the Chinese capital city of the Manchu dynasty. Hardy in zones 4 to 8 (possibly to
zone 3), this distinctive looking plant with a common name of mukdenia is in the saxifrage family
(Saxifragaceae) and superficially resembles the distantly related North American
genus Heuchera.

Mukdenia forms a small mound of thickly textured, glossy foliage up to a foot tall and 1 to 2 feet
wide, spreading slowly over time by short creeping rhizomes. The rounded, palmate leaves up to
5 inches across are lobed and dentate. The fan-shaped leaves emerge a deep coppery-bronze in
spring, becoming medium to dark green in summer with reddish color creeping inward from the
edges by the end of the summer. Under ideal conditions the leaves become a rich burgundy
color with reddish orange highlights on their margins by fall. The plants are deciduous, with the
foliage declining in late fall or early winter and new leaves emerging from the crown the following
spring.
In spring tiny white star-shaped flowers are produced soon after leaves emerge from rosyblushed, crowded bud spikes. The slender, leafless, dense, branched panicles are held well
above the foliage and remain intact (if not deadheaded). The flowers fade to pale pink and
eventually to brown after a few weeks and are followed by inconspicuous brown fruits.
This ornamental plant is often used as a ground cover with several planted together, or as a fall
accent plant in woodland gardens or the front of beds and edges of shady borders. It combines
well with Japanese forest grass (Hakonechloa macra) for contrast in texture, habit and,
especially the gold or variegated varieties, color. It also mixes well with blue or gold hostas, wild
gingers (Asarum spp.) and smaller ferns. This plant can also be grown in containers (but will
need some winter protection in colder climates, such as moving into an unheated garage).
Mukdenia grows best in afternoon shade in moist, fertile well-drained soil, although it can tolerate
full sun in cooler regions, especially where the soil remains moist. Although it will grow in more
dense shade, the attractive red fall color will not be as intense. It has few insect or disease
problems, although slugs can be a problem in moist conditions. It is not favored by deer or
rabbits. The old foliage of this low maintenance plant is best cleaned up in early spring before it
resumes active growth for the season. It can be propagated by division in spring, best done just
before the leaf buds expand. Seeds should be sown in fall for stratification over the winter.
The most commonly offered mukdenia is the cultivar ‘Karasuba’, also marketed as Crimson
Fans™, a selected form from Japan, with larger leaves more pronounced crimson red color along
the leaf tips throughout summer than the species. ‘Starstream’ is a variegated form.
– Susan Mahr, University of Wisconsin – Madison
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EAU CLAIRE AREA MASTER GARDENER NEWSLETTER
A newsletter for the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Association members.
Unless otherwise noted, articles for
this newsletter are submitted and/or
written by ECAMGA members or
the newsletter editor, Carol W. Cox.
Unless otherwise noted, graphics are
from clipart. Newsletter layout by
Carol W. Cox

For more Eau Claire County UW
Cooperative Extension information
go to our website:
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire
Phone: 715-839-4712
Fax: 715-839-6277
M-F 8AM-5PM

The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental, arrest or conviction
record or veteran status.” If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity or service, please
contact 715-839-4712 as soon as possible preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion

Eau Claire County
Extension Office
227 First Street West
Altoona, WI 54720

