
Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Volunteers Association
Board Meeting Minutes

Thursday, November 9, 2017
Extension Office

6:30 P.M.

In attendance:  Nancy Spak, Lori Kempen, Mary Jane Griffin, Dick Lienhardt, Jerry Richards, Ede Strand,
Ellen Terwilliger, Carla Pelzl

Call to order:  President Mary Jane Griffin called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

Secretary's Report:  Carla Pelzl
The minutes of the October 2017 board meeting were approved as written.  (Motion to accept - Ellen
Terwilliger, Second – Jerry Richards; Motion passed)

Treasurer's Report:  Ede Strand
$660.00 in member dues have been received to date.  The book balance as of November 3, 2017 was
$11,543.54.  The Treasurer's Report was accepted.  (Motion to accept – Ellen Terwilliger, Second - 
Dick Lienhardt; Motion passed)

Horticulture Educator's Report:  There was no report since Erin LaFaive was not able to be present.

WIMGA Update:  Ellen Terwilliger
- Work is being done on getting the WIMGA website cleaned up and functioning better.
- Ellen attended the State Conference in West Bend October 14-15, 2017.  She was particularly
  impressed with the restored prairie plantings near the walking paths.
- Ellen and Nancy Spak have picked up some good ideas for the 2018 State Conference to be held in 
  Eau Claire in September.  Work is being done on topics and presenters for the event.  Nancy is coor-
  dinating plans with the Lismore Hotel and working with vendors.  Two sponsors are providing 
  $500 each.  All counties involved in co-hosting the conference are pitching in and working well
  together.  The five counties are Barron, St. Croix/Pierce, Chippewa, Dunn, and Eau Claire.  The goal
  is to at least break even on costs.  WIMGA receives fifty percent of any profits.

Old Business:

 Annual Plant Sale:  There has been a question about whether to hold our summer plant sale due to 
the problem of jumping worms.  The concern is that the precautions which must be taken when 
potting up plant donations will result in not having enough plants to make the sale worthwhile.  The 
Hosta Society plans to go ahead with a sale regardless of what the ECAMGVA decides to do.  Ellen 
moved that we put an article in the newsletter to recruit a committee to organize the sale.  If no 
volunteers step forward, we will skip the sale for this year.  The motion was seconded by Lori 
Kempen.  She reminded us that a committee would need to be in place by January or February to 
allow enough time for planning.  The motion passed.

Winter Garden Seminar:  Lori Kempen
The annual ECAMGVA Winter Garden Seminar is to be held in Eau Claire February 3, 2018 at the 
Chippewa Valley Technical College.  The keynote speaker is Heather Holm.  She will talk about 
native trees and shrubs that support pollinators.  The list of speakers and topics is nearly ready; 
brochures will be available soon and distributed to area businesses, and media announcements and 
ads will be placed.  Food has been ordered.  The entrance fee will remain the same at $35.00.



New Business:  No new businesses.

Motion by Ellen Terwilliger that the board not meet in December due to busy holiday schedules.  
Seconded by Carla Pelzl.  The motion passed.  

Mary Jane Griffin reminded us of the Holiday Potluck/Party at the Extension Office December 18th.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 P.M.  The next meeting will be Thursday, January 11, 2018 at the 
Extension Office.

Respectfully submitted,
Carla Pelzl, Secretary 


