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ECAMGA Ready, Set, Grow…
Seminar Again A Big Success

by Carol Cox

Dateline: February 3, 2018. Place: Chippewa Valley Technical
College in Eau Claire. Event: The ECAMGA Winter Garden Seminar.
And, it was a day like all others, except, you were there! Or, at least I
hope you were there, because if you weren’t you missed a great day and a
great program. The program started off with the keynote speaker,
Heather Holm, author of “Pollinators of Native Plants and Bees: An
Identification and Native Plant Forage Guide,” telling us about native trees
and shrubs that support birds and pollinators. Definitely a pertinent topic
considering the impact pollinators have in our gardens and agriculture.

Heather Holm
In addition, Heather also presented one of the breakout sessions telling attendees how to attract
bees and other beneficial insects to our fruit and vegetable gardens.
Other breakout sessions gave information on starting a community garden (presented by Rachel
Hart-Brinson). After enjoying a really delicious meal and checking out a few more venders,
attendees returned to the afternoon breakout opportunities where Kerri Kierman told us about five
herbs that we could all manage to master at home. This seminar had a lot to do with the “birds and
the bees” and the trees as there was also a presentation by Drew Kaiser detailing what is going on in
the Chippewa Valley relative to beekeeping and Matt Staudenmaler told those present about Eau
Claire’s trees and the history regarding our trees and tree species in the area.
During the “free time” between sessions attendees got to check out a lot of very interesting vendors
and their merchandise – everything from the Hosta Society’s table to the seed sales table manned
by our returning 4-H Club to tables offering everything from beautiful cyclamen to yard art to jewelry
and a lot more. In addition to checking out the vendors there were the usual free catalogs and the
chance to buy tickets for a gorgeous quilt that was being raffled off.
The quilt raffle
winner, Tamara
Relyea, a Jackson
County Master
Gardener (far
right) along with
Nina Logan (left)
and Susan Merten
(middle) with the
quilt.

Kerri Kiernan taught those
attending her breakout session
about five easy to grow herbs that
could be used for teas and for some
medicinal purposes. A Master
Herbalist, she discussed natural
teas and remedies that could be
made at home and provided a
sample taste of one of the teas.

Other seminar breakout sessions included the topic of “Exploring Renewable Energy presented by
Adam Wehling. Patty Marten, from Green Oasis, gave everyone a heads up on the new plant trends
for 2018 and Erin LaFaive gave the opportunity to make a herbal tea in a hands on workshop setting.
Along with enjoying a beautiful meal over 50 gardening enthusiasts went home with a really nice
door prize. Like I said, if you missed the day, you missed a great opportunity so mark your calendar
for 2019. and wel’ll hope to see you next year. (Pictures by Jo-Ann Clark)
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Local Master Gardener News
Changing e-mail? Moving?
If you do, please remember to notify the
ECAMG and the newsletter editor of your new email address and/or mailing address so you
don’t miss any Eau Claire Area Master Gardener
happenings!
Email your new
information to Carol Cox at
c7w6c2200@charter.net
or notify her by snail mail at 1908
Hogeboom Ave., Eau Claire, WI
54701 (or call her at 715-7830016 - cell).

ECAMGA Board
ECAMGA BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO
Name
Erin LaFaive
Mary Jane Griffin
Dick Lienhardt
Paula Bonnin
Ede Strand
Jerry Richards
Carla Pelzl
Nina Logan
Ellen Terwilliger

MGV

Bulletin Board
Postings
Stories and
Opportunities!!!!

Lori Kempen

This training would be beneficial to anyone volunteering at the Extension
office or at the Farmers Market. The cost per person is $20, which includes
lunch.
Andy Heren will be attending. Is anyone else interested? More information
is available via the WI Master Gardener website
at https://wimastergardener.org/responding-to-horticulture-inquiries/.
If you have any question, please call me at the Extension office at 715-8394712.

(715) 839-4712
Fax (715) 839-6277

Erin.lafaive@ces.uwex.edu

715-839-4712

mgriffinhlaa@gmail.com

715-835-6979

dicklienhardt@yahoo.com

715-286-9917

paula.d.bonnin@gmail.com

715-220-6373

edestrand@aol.com

715-8326775

richardsleeann@hotmail.com

715-456-7232

jcpelzl@gmail.com

715-835-6628

ninalogan@centurylink.net

715-878-4585

terwilset@gmail.com

715-839-0731

lorikempen@charter.net

715-832-8088

NOTE: The ECAMGAV Board minutes may be accessed at

Now that we have a vacancy in the Horticulture Educator position, people
have expressed interest in coming to the Extension office and helping
answer the high volume of horticulture questions that come into our office.
Dunn County UW-Extension will be hosting this year’s “Responding to
Horticulture Inquiries” workshop in Menomonie. Some of our members
took it a few years ago when it was held in Eau Claire. It is led by our
Extension professionals from Madison, such as Brian Hudleson, PJ Liesch,
Mark Rena, and Paul Koch.

UW-Extension Eau Claire County
Administrative Specialist II
227 1st West
Altoona, WI 54720

Phone number

https://eauclairemastergardeners.weebly.com/ecamgboard.html.

OPPORTUNITY!!!!

Andy Heren

E-mail address

ECAMGAV
2018 Calendar
All meetings at
UW-Extension Office unless
otherwise noted
March: Mary Jackson – MG on
Permaculture
April: Chef LaLaine Gunem, Asian
edible plants & cooking w/ them
May: Jim Schwiebert, on wild edibles
June: David Schmitt of Haycreek
Outfitters on “The Nature of
Bears”
July: Garden Tours TBA
September: State WIMGA conference
in Eau Claire
October 1: MGV Hours due in
October 7: Annual Photo Contest
entries due
November: Election of new board
Members

December 17: Annual Holiday
Party
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Upcoming Events & Other Things
March ECAMGAV
Meeting to Spotlight
Permaculture

The Dunn County Master Gardeners
8th Annual “Spring Begins!” Seminar
Saturday, March 3, 2018 - 9:00 am to 12 Noon
Dunn County Community Services Building
(3001 U.S. Hwy 12 East, Menomonie)

Seminar guest speakers include:
Faye Ryszkiewicz: “Growing Edibles Without a
Garden” - The program will feature a variety of edibles
including vegetables, herbs and fruits with a “Splash” of
flowers in a wide variety of containers.
Sandra Lindow: “A Hedge Witch and Her Raised
Beds” - A Hedge Witch is an older woman who lives at
the edge of the village. She will discuss vegetable
gardening using raised beds, and using French
Intensive techniques for gardening in relatively small
spaces. Lasagna mulching and companion planting
will be discussed, as well as pressure canning and
poetry about gardening.
The Dunn County Community Services Building
(formerly the Dunn County Health Care Center) is
located on the outskirts of Menomonie just off of
Highway 12/29 East.
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. Please enter
basement level door on West side of building.
Registration is $8.00 until February 23rd and $10 after
2/23 or at the door.
For registration information, please contact Dunn
County UW-Extension office at 715-232-1636 or email
the Dunn County Master Gardeners
at dunncountymga@gmail.com. Please send
your registration form with check payable to Dunn
County Master Gardener Association (DCMGA) to:
UW-Extension Dunn County, 3001 US Hwy 12 East,
Suite 102, Menomonie, WI 54751.

Mari Jackson, a Master Gardener,
will be speaking about permaculture at the
March 19th meeting of the Eau Claire Area
Master Gardener Association Volunteers
(ECAMGAV).
Mari Jackson is an outdoor enthusiast and a
self-proclaimed garden addict and has
enjoyed organic gardening for over forty years
in a variety of locations. She became a
Chippewa Valley Master Gardener Volunteer
in 2012 and continues to learn and share her
knowledge in a variety of venues. She became
interested in Permaculture in 2013 as part of
the Chippewa Valley Transition group.
The term Permaculture was coined by
Australian, Bill Mollison and David Holmgren
in the mid 1970's. At the time it was to
describe an integrated, evolving system using
perennial plants and animals or permanent
agriculture. It has since evolved to become
much broader to encompass not only
individual landscapes but larger communities
and society. It uses systems thinking and
design principles to work with renewable
resources, soil remediation, waste, keeping
animals, and ethics so it has
I come to mean a
permanent or sustainable n
culture.
Permaculture is a quite a broad and
s will be focusing
complicated subject but Mari
e an individual's
mostly on how it pertains to
a sustainable
yard and how to make it more
with less work and still be rproductive and
c
lovely.
h
Come to hear Mari speak on Monday, March
19th and bring along a friend
o or two. Snacks
will be served and door prizes
f awarded.
The event will be held at the
m Eau Claire
County Extension Office located
at 227 First
y
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Key Note Speakers Announced for 2018 WIMGA Conference
Join with Master Gardener Volunteers (MGV) and interested gardeners from around
Wisconsin for a fun filled and educational two days in Eau Claire, Wisconsin.
Autumn at the River Wisconsin Master Gardener Conference (WIMGA) will be held
at the Lismore Hotel located at the confluence of the Chippewa and Eau Claire Rivers.
Our Friday Keynote speaker will be Mark Dwyer, Director of Rotary Botanical
Gardens in Janesville. Mark will speak on “Woody Plants for Fantastic Foliage.”
Mark’s background is in landscape architecture and urban forestry but he has
become an absolute plant enthusiast.

Mark Dwyer

The Saturday Keynote speaker is Ben Futa. Ben's topic
is “Principals of Planting Design with Perennials.” Ben is the
Executive Director of the Allen Centennial Gardens at UWMadison and has a passion for connecting people to plants,
and one another, through public gardens. With a
background in landscape architecture and sustainability
studies from Purdue University and Indiana University South
Bend, he directs the operations of the Garden and its
programs.
(Continued on page 7)

Ben Futa

Beaver Creek Reserve
S1 County Road K
Fall Creek, W I 54742
Phone: 715-877-2212

Spring Bird Count For Kids
There are two sessions. One for kids 4-7 years of
age and one for kids 8-12 years of age. Both are
held at 9:00 a.m. and last until 11:30 a.m. So,
gather your fledglings to celebrate birds and
encourage your young ones to take an active role
in citizen science.
We will start the morning out by learning about
birds and binoculars. Then the older kids (8 – 12)
will head outside to go birding with bird mentors.
They will record bird species and tabulate results.
Kids ages 4-7 will participate in bird activities, a
craft and conduct their own survey at the bird
feeders. Bring your own binoculars if you have
them or we will lend you a pair.
Children age 4-7 must be accompanied by an
adult. Children 8-12 should be prepared to
spend time outside. .
Registration and full payment required by March
h 13 Cost: $6 for members; $8 for non-members.
For more information and to register go to the
a BCR website (click on Events tab and find the
v event on the calendar) or call 715-839-4712.

e

Classes:
Saturday, March 17, 10:00 a.m.: Spring Miniature
Garden Workshop - Design and create your very own Spring
Miniature Garden! With just a few plants, a selection of
miniatures and a touch of fairy dust, you will have the sweetest
little miniature garden ever! Choose from our wide variety of
containers, plants, and miniature collections to create your oneof-a-kind miniature garden. Miniature gardens make perfect
indoor gardens, but can be enjoyed outdoors as well! * Bring
your own container or purchase one here. Cost: Build your own;
only pay for what you take home

Saturday, March 24th, 10:00 a.m.: House Plant Care &
Transplant Workshop - Love the look of indoor plants
but not sure how to keep them thriving? We can
help! This class will cover what plants work in which
environments, how to care for them, and even how to
transplant. A must attend class for anyone with
indoor plants!
6025 Arndt Lane
Eau Claire WI, 54701
715-833-1234
E-mail - home@dwntoearth.com
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Spring Expo
Saturday, April 7, 2018
8:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.
WITC Conference Center
Rice Lake, WI
Keynote Speaker:
Debbie Lonnee from Baily Nurseries –
speaking on “Growing Perennials in Cold
Climates” and “Shrubs and Small Trees
in Cold Climates”
Also,
Crystal Schmidt speaking on “Rare and
Unique Edibles for the Home Garden”
And
Susan Frame speaking on “Integrated
Pest Management”
Seminar cost is $30 (tickets at the door
will be $35 with no guarantee of lunch
being available) which includes a
continental breakfast, chicken breast
over rice pilaf lunch, and afternoon
coffee.
For a registration brochure go to
http://barron.uwex.edu.

MarchJune
20182017

Page 6

Eau Claire Area Master Gardener News

March 2018

GARDENING WITH

NATIVE
GRASSES
Thursday, March 15
1–2 p.m.
6–7 p.m. (repeat program)
Eau Claire Room
Native grasses are low-maintenance plants
that provide many benefits to their surrounding
environment. Learn more about native grass
benefits and how to incorporate them into your
garden and landscape, including:
• How they act as food and shelter for native
moths and butterflies
• The design characteristics and site
preferences of common native grass species
• Basics of installation and maintenance

Presented by Diane Narem,
researcher in the Department
of Horticultural Sciences at the
University of Minnesota.

L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library • 400 Eau Claire Street, Eau Claire

Co-sponsored by Eau Claire Garden Club.
No registration required.

www.ecpubliclibrary.info • 715-839-5004 • librarian@eauclaire.lib.wi.us
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Keynote speaker… continued from page 4…

Go to https://www.wimgaconferences.com/
for information and registration. A brochure
for mail-in registration is available online
as well as at the UW-Extension office in
Altoona. The 2018 WIMGA Conference is
hosted by Barron, Chippewa, Dunn, Eau
Claire & St. Croix Valley MGV associations
and is also open to the public.

EYE

CANDY

Cup plant flowers – Photo taken by
Mikel Reise in her native garden.

To the left,
an
interesting
birdhouse
condo. I
like the
stair
steps!!
Found on
Pinterest.

A columbine - picture
from an East Hill Garden,
taken by Dana Cox.

Above –
found on
Pinterest –
an
interesting
way to make
a cute
planter. To
the left, a
unique
trellis. Also
found on
Pinterest.

“Juliet Jewels.” Photo taken
by Mari Jackson in
September from under the
vines. She said “It's my first
year gardening at my new
house so I only planted two
tomato plants one a Juliet.
I've got 4 tall cages for them
and added a trellis four feet
from the Juliet with cords for
the vines to keep going on.
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March 20th – the first day
of Spring – I told you it
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“Just because it pops into your head
does not mean it should pop out of
your mouth.”
-anonymous

was almost here!!!!

EAU CLAIRE AREA MASTER GARDENER NEWSLETTER
A newsletter for the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Association members.
Unless otherwise noted, articles for
this newsletter are submitted and/or
written by ECAMGA members or
the newsletter editor, Carol W. Cox.
Unless otherwise noted, graphics are
from clipart. Newsletter layout by
Carol W. Cox

For more Eau Claire County UW
Cooperative Extension information
go to our website:
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire
Phone: 715-839-4712
Fax: 715-839-6277
M-F 8AM-5PM

The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental, arrest or conviction
record or veteran status.” If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity or service, please
contact Erin LaFaive at 715-839-4712 as soon as possible preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion

Eau Claire County
Extension Office
227 First Street West
Altoona, WI 54720

