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A. J. Leiden, from Beaver
Creek Reserve talks about
Aquatic Thugs to
ECAMGAV

Pictures by Carol Cox

On July 16, A.J. Leiden, the Aquatic Invasive
Species Coordinator at the Beaver Creek Reserve,
gave a presentation on Invasive Aquatics to the Eau
Claire Area Master Gardener Association Volunteers
(ECAMGAV) and their guests. The event was held
at the Eau Claire County UW-Extension Office
located in Altoona, Wisconsin and took place at 6:30
p.m.

First Leiden defined what is meant by an invasive species. This is a non-native (plant, animal, etc.)
that takes over our waterways and fields and forests because it has few or no natural predators and
parasites to keep it in check. Also, these are often aggressive species that are very prolific and
mature early thus out competing the native species. In some cases, they even excrete chemicals
that give them an advantage (such as what the black walnut tree does).
So, how did these thugs get here? A.J. indicated that they often secure passage here via shipping
through the ballast water released by ships. They also may gain entrance via canals by migration
from the ocean. In some cases, they are introduced via the nursery trade, aquaculture, or the
aquarium trade. Fisherman/anglers may also introduce them and spread them through their use of
the species as bait (The Rusty Crayfish is one such example). To a large degree, they are spread
by people as we work and play and move around.
These invasive species can have a huge economic and
recreational impact. Sport and commercial fishing can be
impacted as waterways become clogged and/or the natural habitat
is dramatically changed by the feeding habits of these thugs. This
can also impact tourism (who wants to go swimming, boating or
build a cabin on an algae infested lake caused by an invasive
species fouling up the natural ecological processes within that
lake. Also, if one of these thugs has been active in a lake it may
well dramatically affect the fish populations eliminating species
that are attractive to sports anglers. That doesn’t even touch the
fact that clogged waterways make navigation of boats rather difficult.
(continued on page 6)
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Changing
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If you do, please remember to notify the ECAMG
and the newsletter editor of your new e-mail address
and/or mailing address so you don’t miss any Eau
Claire Area Master Gardener happenings!
Email your new
information to Carol Cox at
c7w6c2200@charter.net
or notify her by snail mail at 1908
Hogeboom Ave., Eau Claire, WI
54701 (or call her at 715-7830016 - cell).

ECAMGA BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO
Name
Mary Jane Griffin
Dick Lienhardt
Paula Bonnin
Ede Strand
Jerry Richards
Carla Pelzl
Nina Logan
Ellen Terwilliger

MGV

Bulletin Board
Postings Stories
and
Opportunities!!!

Lori Kempen

In less than two months on September
21-22 the Wisconsin Master Gardener
Association (WIMGA) will hold it’s
annual conference in Eau Claire. One
hundred ninety-three people have registered so far from
around and out of the state. If you haven't already
registered please remember to do so by going online to
wimgaconferences.com.
Two years ago, many if you said in a survey you would be
willing to help. Judy Wibel sent out a request Sign up
Genius to volunteer. Please be generous with you time
during the conference. A couple of hours makes a big
difference.

Wisdom has two parts:
1) Having a lot to say.
2) Not saying it!
-Anonymous

Phone number

mgriffinhlaa@gmail.com

715-835-6979

dicklienhardt@yahoo.com

715-286-9917

paula.d.bonnin@gmail.com

715-220-6373

edestrand@aol.com

715-8326775

richardsleeann@hotmail.com

715-456-7232

jcpelzl@gmail.com

715-835-6628

ninalogan@centurylink.net

715-878-4585

terwilset@gmail.com

715-839-0731

lorikempen@charter.net

715-832-8088

Note:
The ECAMGAV Board minutes may be accessed at
https://eauclairemastergardeners.weebly.com/ecam-board.html.

Eau Claire Master Gardeners,

See you at the conference.
Ellen Terwilliger
WIMGA Representative

E-mail address

ECAMGVA
2018 Calendar
All meetings at Extension Office
unless otherwise noted

August 20: Sherry Sprague, “Planting for
Pollinators
September 17: MG meeting - TBA
September 21-22: State WIMGA
conference in Eau Claire
September 30: MGV Hours due in to
the UW-Extension Office
October 7: Annual Photo Contest
entries due
October 15: MG meeting - TBA
November 19: Election board members
& Just Local Foods presentation
December 17: Annual Holiday Party
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Youth Gardens Flourishing
By Carolyn Haar
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We would News
love to have you visit the Youth Garden
here
in Eau Claire! Lots of good things are happening at the
intersection of Hobart and Huyssen streets., thanks to
Judy Mitchell, who has kept the program alive since
Erin LaFaive left. We are hoping for Erin’s replacement
very soon!

The program began around Memorial Day, when 3rd
graders from Longfellow School planted up the
garden. Then the weekly program began on Monday
through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. each
Photos by Amanda Judnic
morning. Children from the Boys and Girls Club sign up
to participate in this voluntary program, and twenty to twenty-five kids arrive each Monday at the garden,
eager to learn about gardening, nature, and good nutrition.
There are two main components of each day. The first is the time spent in the garden, weeding and tending
plants. The second important piece involves eating garden produce and putting together healthy snacks of
fruits and vegetables.
While spending time in the garden with Judy and other Master Gardener volunteers, students learn about
plants and seeds; they also learn how to transplant, weed, water, and pick produce. They find out about
composting and the importance of nature and gardens. Other topics include Monarch butterflies, bees, and
pollinators.
Students also spend time with FoodWIse nutrition educators from UWEX who prepare and serve healthy
snacks made from garden produce that the children have just picked. The children get to see first-hand the
relationship between healthy eating and gardening. They are exposed to new vegetables and fruits, and
learn how to prepare them.
We talked to some of the children and asked them why they sign up for the Youth Garden program. We
loved their responses:
“Why wouldn’t I? I get to try new fruits and vegetable and they make my body healthy.”
“I can be outside and be with nature. I get to try new foods.”
“I like to be outside and try new foods. I tried a new food and it
was Kiwi and I liked it!”
“I get to taste new foods and be in nature.”
“Because I think it’s interesting to learn about new fruits and
vegetables.”
It’s a really great program that could be even better if you would come
and visit and become involved. Having more volunteers would enable
us to interact more with each child and have some one-on-one time for
them. In August, we change the schedule a bit, and will not be meeting
the first couple of weeks. Come visit us during the week of Aug. 13
and Aug. 20. If you have any questions, please email Judy Mitchell at
jmitchell@pobox.com
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By Carol Cox

Great gardens don’t just happen. They
take planning and dedicationApril
and a 2013
lot
Eau Claire Area Master Gardener News
of work. Dick and Jennifer Lienhardt
purchased their present home and
property approximately eighteen years
ago. It took about seven years of hard
work before they even cleared the
property of junk and accumulated
neglect. But, to see that same property
today you would never know it.

Their vegetable beds are numerous and
large and the produce is mouthwatering.
When Dick talks about planting
different varieties of the same vegetable
he is not just talking two or three
Pictures by Carol Cox
varieties and a couple plants each – he
is talking about eleven or twelve varieties and dozens of plants of each variety. On top of that he also
grows most of his plants himself from seeds.
Approximately twenty to twenty-five people came out under cloudy, even rainy skies to tour the
Lienhardt’s gardens. Luckily the rain held off and everyone was able to hear Dick eloquently describe all
the varieties planted in the gardens and tell about various techniques he uses and problems he has
encountered. On top of that everyone got to sample tomatoes of various varieties and even take home
produce from the overflow of the gardens (Dick typically takes many many pounds of produce to food
pantries in the area and shares the bounty of the Lienhardt gardens with anyone who is interested in
partaking).
One of the interesting ideas encountered
on the tour was the fencing Dick uses to
keep the critters (both deer and
raccoons) out of his gardens. The

fencing consists of two rows of electric wire mounted about 2 feet
apart. The first fence has a low wire (about twelve inches off the
ground, and a slightly higher wire about another foot or so up. The
second fence only has the lower wire on it. The idea is that deer do
not like gaps and will rarely jump over this. The other wire is to
stop the racoons. Dick says this is very effective and he has little
problems with deer (or raccoons) when using this system.
(continued on page 6)
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Level 1 Training in Chippewa County
Using Gardening to Make a Difference
September 18th, 2018
Chippewa County UW-Extension is now recruiting volunteers to apply
for Level 1 Training of the Master Gardener Program. Volunteers are
important to UW-Extension. They help reach into communities and
address the needs that matter most to people. Master Gardener
Volunteers specifically focus on the topic of gardening. They help
answer gardening questions, help people grow food, battle invasive
plants and protect pollinators, and get people– of all ages and abilities– active in the garden! You’ll get to
help fulfill the UW-Extension mission in your area of the state using gardening and education. If you want
to make a difference in your community and also want to learn more about gardening, think about joining
our team.

Contact Jerry Clark (phone 715-726-7950 or email at Jerome.clark@ces.uwex.edu.
Cost: $80

Planting for pollinators.
On Monday, August 20, 2018, Sherry Sprague will be
speaking to the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener
Volunteers (ECAMGV) on various pollinators can be
commonly found in our gardens. The event will begin
at 6:30 p.m. and be held at the Eau Claire County UW
Extension Office located at 227 First St. West, in
Altoona.
Sherry has been a Master Gardener since 2004 and has been volunteering at Beaver Creek Reserve (BCR)
for many years. She has been coordinator of the butterfly house at BCR for the last 3 years and also heads
up the annual Beaver Creek native plant sale.
Sprague will show how to prepare our gardens for the overwintering pollinators. Attendees will also hear
about many insects and animals we may not have even considered as pollinators that we see daily who are
not bees.
Come and bring a friend or two and learn all about pollinators and how we, as gardeners, can protect them
and encourage their presence in our yards. Snacks and door prizes offered.
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After Eighteen Years, continued from page 4:

After touring the gardens (including the house gardens Sixth Annual
where there were flowers and ornamentals) everyone
ECAMGA Photo
was treated to refreshments and a pick of produce to
Page
7 If you missed
Eau Claire
Area
NewsRules:
April 2013
Contest
take home.
the event,
you Master
missed a Gardener
really great experience.
1. One entry per person/member accepted.
Below are some additional pictures of the tour.

2. 2. The photo subject (i.e., main feature of the
photo) must me garden related.
3. The contestant must be a member in good
standing of the ECAMGAV for the 2017/2018
membership year.
4. The photo must have been taken by the
contestant between October 1, 2017 and
September 30, 2018.
5. Each entry must be accompanied by a short
description of the photo (the “What,” “Where,”
“When,” etc. as applicable).
6. By entering the contestant gives consent for
the ECAMGA to use the photo submitted for
the ECAMGA Newsletter and/or ECAMGA
promotional purposes.
7. First prize will be a $30 gift certificate; second
prize a $25 gift certificate, and the third prize a
$20 gift certificate.
8. A panel of judges selected by the ECAMGA
Educational Committee will judge the contest
and the panel’s decision is final. Winners will
be announced in the November 2018 issue of
the ECAMGA Newsletter.
9. Submit photos via email (largest size/pixels
that your email will allow to be sent) to Carol
Cox at c7w6c2200@charter.net by no later
than October 7, 2018. Please place “Photo
Contest Entry” in the email subject line.

“We come from the earth.
“We return to the earth.
“And in the between, we
garden.”
-Anonymous
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Invasive thugs…continued from page 1…
What often happens when these thugs enter the ecosystem is that it creates a monoculture and
kills out the other species that make for a healthy ecosystem. Purple Loosestrife, for instance,
can produce approximately 1 million seeds per year. It has a very deep taproot that can go as
Page
7 the plant Eau
AreaThis
Master
Gardener
2013
deep as
is tallClaire
(3-6 feet).
thug was
importedNews
from Europe in the late 1800sApril
and has
become a serious problem in many states. Luckily there is a biological control for this invasive
that works fairly well on large populations. It is a beetle that feeds only on loosestrife.
Some other invasives that Leiden talked about were the Yellow Iris (a relative to our non-invasive
native Blue Flag Iris), the Water Hyacinth (a water garden escapee that is highly invasive in other
states but has not yet developed heavy populations in Wisconsin – not do we want it to!), Water
Lettuce (another pond garden escapee), Japanese Knotweed (also known as Bohemian
Knotweed), Eurasian Water Melfoil (forms dense mats and interferes with water recreation), Curly
Leaf Pondweed (contributes to algae bloom) and the Pighead Carp (found in the Mississippi at
this point. This last thug can eat 200% of its body weight each day. This carp causes problems
with the water body’s ecology. And there were more of these thuggish species just waiting to foul
up our waterways and countryside.
What can we do to fight back? Well, we can educate ourselves and others about the dangers
these invasives pose to our environment. Instead of using them in our yards and gardens we
can contact the DNR or our nurseries to find alternative species that can give the same overall
look to our gardens but not be invasive.
Additionally, we can inspect our boats and clean them
off with hot high-pressure water washes before moving
them. Also disposing of unused bait properly can also
help as can volunteering to help inspect and monitor
boats.
It is up to us to see that these thugs are controlled and
contained – better yet, kept out! For more information
check out the DNR website
(https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/) or watch for other
educational programs on this subject at Beaver Creek
Reserve.

Bits and Pieces
Paula Bonnin
says that
gardening is all
sunshine (and
roses?) in her
garden with this
gorgeous
sunflower in
residence.

Try out these clay pot piggies as garden art in your garden.
Idea as per Whoot.
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REMEMBER…September 21-22 is the
Wisconsin Master Gardener Conference in Eau
Claire.
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Sign up online at:
https://www.wimgaconferences.com.
Eau Claire Area Master Gardener
News
April 2013
The website has brochures that you can print out
for registration and info.

EAU CLAIRE AREA MASTER GARDENER NEWSLETTER
A newsletter for the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Association members.
Unless otherwise noted, articles for
this newsletter are submitted and/or
written by ECAMGA members or
the newsletter editor, Carol W. Cox.
Unless otherwise noted, graphics are
from clipart. Newsletter layout by
Carol W. Cox

For more Eau Claire County UW
Cooperative Extension information
go to our website:
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire
Phone: 715-839-4712
Fax: 715-839-6277
M-F 8AM-5PM

The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental, arrest or conviction
record or veteran status.” If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity or service, please
contact Erin LaFaive at 715-839-4712 as soon as possible preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion

Eau Claire County
Extension Office
227 First Street West
Altoona, WI 54720

